
Learning Resources 
& Activity Pack

Featuring:

Pg3 → Reading Board

Pg4 → Sentence Building

Pg7 → Listening Walk

Pg9 → Listening Game

Pg11 → Craft Sheet

Pg12 → Lyrics Sheet 

Pg13 → Song Choice card



Introduction to this pack 
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Each book in the Signing Friends series features a QR code inside the front cover taking the parent, carer or 
professional to a Makaton signing demonstration video.  This video will enable you to pre-learn all the signs so 
that you are ready to read and sign the story with confidence to your child.   Every book includes colourful Widgit 
symbols to support your child’s reading development, communication and learning.  We have symbolised the key 
words to match the signs in the demonstration video. 

In addition to the book and the video, the Signing Friends team and Widgit have created a downloadable PDF of 
resources to complement each title in the series.  

We aim for each book to be the starting point for the vocabulary or topic and then the resource pack enables you 
to practise the same signs and symbols through games, activities and songs.  Utilising the same signs and symbols 
in different formats will help you consolidate understanding and embed the relevant EY vocabulary in fun, child-
centred way.

More Information: 

Signing Friends - www.signingfriends.co.uk
Makaton Charity - www.makaton.org
Widgit - www.widgit.com
SEND publishing pledge



I Hear - Resources 
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Every book has a mixture of different resources so that you have a really varied experience across our book series. 
In this pack for I HEAR, you have the same READING BOARD as we do for each title, but with an image of this book 
included.  This board has some key symbols to support communication during story time. 

I HEAR is from the Let’s Get Started range which has a simple repetitive sentence format to help you build signing 
skills.  In this pack, you have a “Complete the Sentence” game so that you can practise symbol-to-picture matching 
skills and finish off the different sentences from the book.  You can extend this game further by adding your own 
photos to the sentence mat and by downloading additional symbols from Widgit.com. 

You also have two games included in this pack.  A listening walk that can be used outside (or adapted for indoors) 
and a listening game which can be differentiated accordingly (see suggestions in the instructions).

To finish off the pack, you have a colouring page using familiar images from the book and then a song sheet that 
features TO HEAR in the lyrics.  You can watch the Singing Hands video for this song by using the same QR code 
inside the front cover of the book.  There are also suggestions for other Singing Hands songs on the same theme.  
We have included a song symbol card for you to add to a choice board at song time.

Happy Signing!



I Hear - Reading Board
Use the symbols below to support communication during story time.
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I

you

my turn

your turn

look

sign

say

choose

book

front cover

words

turn

Poppy

Lola

Zack

Jack

like

don’t like

finished

something else



Sentence Building 
Finish the sentence by matching the symbol to the picture.
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I hear

put picture here

→

put symbol here



Sentence Building 
Cut out the Signing Friends pictures below.
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→



I Hear Listening Game 
Print off & cut out each symbol

Bee Water Bird Mobile Phone

Rain Sea Washing MachineFire Engine

Music MotorbikeDog

Sentence Building 
Cut out the symbols to match the pictures and complete the sentences on the sentence mat.
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Let’s Go on a LISTENING WALK 
How to play

1/ Choose a location to walk.  This could be familiar walk that you take regularly or maybe a special trip to the 
park, botanical gardens, the seaside or the countryside. 

2/ In the game overleaf, we’ve given you some suggestions of sounds that you can listen out for which are a mix of 
urban sounds (vehicles) and natural sounds like leaves rustling, the wind, birdsong and insects.  But you can add 
more according to wherever you go!

3/ Talk to your child about the sounds you can hear.  Check the sounds off the list. Help your child associate the 
sound with the symbol on the list.

4/ Stop regularly and listen.  Sit on a bench and close your eyes to listen to the sounds around you.  

5/ Point to where the noise is coming from if you can.

6/ Are the sounds nearby or faraway?  If you hear a sound like a fire-engine, is it loud or quiet?  Are the sounds by 
machines / vehicles or are they made by people / animals / birds?  Are the noises made by nature?

7/ You can adapt the listening ‘walk’ if the weather is bad by listening to sounds within your home instead. 

8/ Have fun! 
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I Hear - Listening Game 
How to play

1/  Print off & cut out each symbol.  Laminate or stick symbols onto card for durability.

2/  Stick the symbols onto lollipop sticks or wooden spoons (optional).

3/  Make a playlist of the sounds to match the symbols.  You can usually find the sound by searching “Bee 
SFX” or “Bee sound effect”.

4/  Play a sound effect and sign “What’s that noise?” or “What can you hear?”.  Give plenty of time for your 
child to respond. Play the sound again if required.

5/  If they get the sound correct you can sign “Yes, that’s the BEE”.  Show the BEE symbol and play the sound 
again.

6/  If they guess the wrong sound – don’t worry! Play the sound they guessed (e.g. water) so that they can 
hear the difference between the one you played (e.g. washing machine) and the one they said (water). Name 
and sign the sound that they guessed and show them the corresponding symbol. You could sign ‘Let’s try 
again!”.  Go back to the original sound you were playing (washing machine) and start again.

7/  EASIER VERSION - If they are not developmentally ready to guess just yet, use the game as a naming 
exercise instead. Play the sound a couple of times (or more) and sign ‘Listen’. Show the matching symbol and 
use the sign for ‘Look’. Name and sign the sound you played. Refer to the illustrations in the book for extra 
reinforcement.

8/  Have fun!
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I Hear - Listening Game 
Print off & cut out each symbol

Bee Water Bird Mobile Phone

Rain Sea Washing MachineFire Engine

Music Motorbike
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Dog Something else



I Hear - Craft Sheet 
Have fun colouring in the sounds.
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Walking Through the Jungle 
Sign and sing along with Singing Hands!
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Chorus: 
Walking through the jungle (WALK / JUNGLE)
Walking through the jungle (WALK / JUNGLE)
What can you see? (WHAT / SEE)
What can you see? (WHAT / SEE)
Can you hear a noise? shh! shh! shh! (CAN / HEAR / 
NOISE / QUIET [SHH])
What could it be? (WHAT?)
What could it be? (WHAT?)
 
I think it is a tiger,  rah rah (THINK / TIGER / *TIGER 
sign again for rah rah)
I think it is a tiger,  rah rah (THINK / TIGER / *TIGER 
sign again for rah rah)
I think it is a tiger,  rah rah  (THINK / TIGER / *TIGER 
sign again for rah rah)
Looking for its tea (LOOK / *gesture tiger pouncing)
Looking for its tea  (LOOK / *gesture tiger pouncing)

Rpt Chorus. 
 
I think it is a snake, sss sss…..(THINK / SNAKE)
Looking for its tea (LOOK / SNAKE)
 
Rpt Chorus.
 
I think it is a monkey, ooh aah ahh ooh (THINK / 
MONKEY)
Looking for its tea! (LOOK / BANANA)

Other songs with a listening theme are: 
I HEAR THUNDER, 
WHAT’S THAT SOUND? (Halloween song), 
I WENT TO VISIT A FARM ONE DAY 
and WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD.



I Hear - Song Choice card 
Cut out and laminate this song symbol card to add to your song choice board.
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Walking Through the Jungle



Other Books from Signing Friends 
All titles feature a Makaton demonstration video and Widgit symbols

to support with literacy and communication development
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